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ple proyed upon by doubts and {ears and
rumors, the anxiety of people who love us
with unfathomable devotion.

Keeping the people mearest to us well
informed about our hculth, our interests,
our pastimes, our progress is no less a duly
for ull of us thau is the more immediaie
duty of keeping ourselves fit fo strike at the
encty. We all have cheerful experiences,
amusing - experiences, heariening  experi-
ences; why not write and ell the | people at
home about them? Wiy not share our joy
in life with them, and dispel their ansiety ¥

We can all do it if we try, and at very
Hitle effort. By so doing we will do more
than sounding oratery or tinkling press-
<on~c~p<mdencc can do to “keep the howe
fires burning.”

THE WAR AND “THE GAME”
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ICE CREAM SODA

(Note~Tve Cream Sude is « decoction popu-
Tar in the United Stales of America,)

You may talk of vin and bidre

When yvoure quartered over there

In New York or Abilene or Slecpy Hollow,

But when belts are growing tauter,

it is feecreain soda water

Thar you'd give a dollar-ninety just to swallow.

in the wellkuown L. 8.

Where we used to work .md play,

Attending to our pleasure and our biz,

Of ull the lHauid crew

The finest drink 1 knew i

Was our hrimming glass of ice-cream soda fizz!
It was fizz! i H

You foamin' g o' chocolate soda fizz!

Gimme strawherry, \am 2,

Coffee, peuach or s.xrs'xpdnn..l_

Gimme any kind o' ice-cream soda fizz!

We have lasted of Bordeanx,

Sampled Dubonnet and [I'ecaw,

We have had a glass of port in a pagoda;

But we'd give a large amount

Of our kale 1o see a fount

Shooting foam into a glass of icecream soda,

There is nothing like the savor

Of the soda clerk’s “What flaver?”

And your telling him, politely, what it is.

There is nothing there at home

That is nobler than the foam

As it tops a brimming 55 of soda fizz.
Then it's fiy izt

Oh, you gracious, ('nrbum(-eous soda fizz!

When I reach a certain nation

At the port ol debarkation,

How I'Il beat it for an jce-vreum soda fizz!

ihne we are in thorough

Yy in war
uecord,

The second senience of the dispaich, how-|
¢ leaves  considerible  doubi in (mr‘
winds,  IHaving ruled oz it did, there s
cerlain logie the board’s exemption—-.or
deferring the enll-up—of & practicing news.
paper man.  Buf. in all deferenee 1o the
board®s decision, we don’t think much of a!

newspaper man ‘whe would ¢laim c\un'mnn{

of his prof

list and envoll, among the first to rei ov
here, We doubt it any oilier profession can

podly company give even the appear-!
of langing back from a man's job.

To our mindi—and we of THE STARS
AND STRIPES are josd ax proud of heing!
American newspaper men as we are of bo-|
ing Ameriean zoldi o our minds 1 man

And rnly pausing to fire and load? \\!m when the eall ¢ lides behind ihe!
blazed tie pail for liberly in Englind, and;pages of his paper, is ¢ X’"“?‘,"‘U:
by their vimoreus restsdance opened the eyes ol than the creature whao hides heliind;

of England 1o the iniguitios info which her

Tento King and his Tory servani had
led her. T the new, the freed Foge-

Tand, honers tedr menory.

pettivenis,

THE BIG IDEA

The war orphan adoption plan is not

You may miss thut noble institution, the
Amerjean drug store, but you don’t have to
buy postage siamps, use the telephione or the
direetory, or ask where the Whoeozis family
lives. All vou really miss is the soda foun-

Piain,

Most of the soda fountuing are now being
manned, a8 you might say, by women,

BLESS Him!
A man we like
A f\/’ £3 15 Sery McHale;
ffe never shouts:
'1 il in, detail!”
. E MEDpreat. MiQue,
A lad we love
. Is Private Yosi;
He sends in sinff
To The Lis Lenmq !’mt

There are---oh, there are-—unreasons

fable demands made in the Army sometimes.

We wonder whether the man who wanted to
know why the toothpicks weren’t pointed on
hoth ewds has joined the Army yet.

Yon remember his sister—the one who
bought a pound of animal erackers and asked
the grocor to leave out the elephants, hecayse
they seared the baby,

When yop haven't had a leiter
three weeks—

Aund you Inok over the mail, expectanily and

hopelully—

finally, a letter addressed to you ecomes

along-— i

in more than

And,

PThey were brave men and Tiold, those o it awnv i .
wore ood standenpeand-{ pew. b omignt almost be said 1o have :;‘::3 ;‘);::,lul‘;z‘cull‘(‘";?',\"\mlm“;:o;,'g:;.‘\?éd_‘_
They made it pessible started with the war. B (:!{ home, most of faApa it contnins 2 package-
. dor < fhr -1 us probably gave our mife for some helpless| From your congressman, containing some
: under this flag, em i ) A et
bull\(d on this fls enterprize, hacked | wa , Just s we contributed o quarter apie } Beuds .
by the Lt sent us forth, {0 ('n- “Tobacen for Tommy™ fund, Who, l-\“tlxl:";k;‘llnlt"i":v':‘:vl\l('!”fxn]cll”gl;l}:r’i(g\,x:’,f’::(:l-inz"
" Let , ; we prove ourselves, | of e did not.in the thrilling davs hetwéen | o gt 1 h B
in the i to v, worthy descondants of | Angist, T0EL and April, 1510, play =ame - ——
A IR ¢ . :
snch as ey sugall part in h.unvmw the work of the . [P DN
. ted Croms or of the Commission for Heliel FRANCE FLICKERINGS
in Belginm? * . *W. liohenzoliern of Germ,,
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on 1 NeW acevni Infantrymen
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We have only e claim o fame. M s
this. N B ave we niuseated
and unnerved a dougiboy by ealling him a
Sammic.

GETTING TOGETHER
They're doing things sensibly over in the

purpose of nuu- ‘nm.\ Iu\hmd us.
As was shov A recant

things is new, and the
war orphan adoption pi.m possesses perhaps’
less noveliy than any of them. Bui i ro-|
nined for a hemble rear wnk doughboy
private.—an engineer dewghiboy-- {0 give 11
the brand new twizt of adapting it 1o the
] hondred thousand other
wmbde rear rank p s,
That plan, sz i is now being sueceessfully
<l by ghis newspatper of vours, did noy
s it aneeption sround o council boaed
vomposed of o daven ramified, over and ine
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i Ledoa,
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at Baltimore, “foree™fo thé utmost, Tone)
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umphant To which shall n
the iaw of 1 sy every

Cselfishe

i= no other argament the Ger-
tzans undersiand, Phe mpdion that siaried
thiz war by tearing up n tready therehy rose
the world as an enemy with whom
rworld wonld never be able to frent. You
1+ o move debaie with a Boche than vou
an debate with o bull or a ba The
Gerinins ¢nie never give {heir word now be-
vause they broke it lnn;r age. They cannot
p}w];_fu their nmiional honor  because—as
they huve ~hm\ 1 onee more in dealing

cler in au old music
choost aboui,” the comedian re-
The Germans are like {hat. They
a peonte who caunot evens
hecatise a solemn promize’
rial German Qovernment |
en les: than a Genna

viied.
Luve become
make o promise

from the Tmpe
negolinble for

American corvespondent, T wor and capital;
arve arriving at an agrecment destined to
gecure indusirial peace in Americ for {he!
duration of ihe war
That it should be.

s for ihe imnr:-nplinn
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“One war at s
employers
States seom 1o have ..1

THE HOME FIRES
It is all v

woll for us to sing “I\'ee::=
the TTome Burning™ on the march|
and in camps, byl we should not lei uur'
efforts stop ai Phat, To be sure, the song is!
meant largely {or use al home. hat there is
a lesson in 1L for vs as welll By our lei-
ters, first of all, we can do a grent deal to
keep the home fires Iarning. ‘and hurning
brighily.

We all kunow how welcome are letters
from home wheun they arrive in this part of
the world. Few of us realize how doubly and
‘trebly precious are our own leiiers ‘when
they arrive in the Stafes. To the burdens
of war which the good people af howne are
beariug—and they are no light burdens—is
added that most poignant one, of which we,
young and healthy and ‘ﬂ'(s\' are hardly
aware. That is the burden of an\'let_y ; the

Striies, in theiry;

"he and hard,

s of the world, :
Tt was apparent in 1914 and i is donbly
apparent now. that the Germans are a peo-
rple with whom it s fnspossible e confer
and settle this wmaller out of court. There
really only one satizfuctory thing o do
hoa German, amd thatl is to kil him, We
cmas kil g greal may Our job is long
but it is as plain as a pikestafl,
We have goi. fo fake the German army
and knock i into Kingdom Come. And
\\c need no hetfer bavtioery than the war-!
whoop aof the great Kentuekian
“To Hell” =aid Colone} \\(nmmn. “lo
Hell with the Tohenzollerns and the Haps-
bury
I

k in ihe v

are on their way.

ey

FASTER AND FASTER

The cablog tell us that American {roops
are sailing for France in numbers far ex-
ceeding the Governments fondest expeeta-
ions, Hardened, trained and cquipped,
they ave setiing forih ni thrice the recent
rate for a battleficld three thowsaud miles
from home. After much fitiing and strain-
ing andgtinkering, the great American war
waching is moving. er and fasfer its
wheels revolve.  May prove a Jugger-
naut.

1-:3

Pousdam,
hese days,
SOOI o e
He 1 looking
be interested in learns

is doiue his spring shelling
£ vCpl
.

sday o the streets of
T his follks may
ing.

* o “There s Tots and lots of news these
elegant days, as the censor witl tell you.

* . *Quite a fow down to the depot last
ove, watching the (rain come in

* . *Ye geribe went to see a show last night,

enjoying same, despite it being in a foreign
tongue.  Well, there was many an aciress at
Bome we eoulidn’t understand, alse.

* . *More anon.

A MERRY BALLAD OF THE EM-
BUSKED CIVILIAN AND HIS
WILD LIFE IN GAY PAREE

the embuskeéd eivilian has no troubles,
not at ally
He is never ealled upon to fight the foes
Ha vap live in Pavis gaily, eating ten-franc
dinners daily,
ean put in Hlithesome evenings ato ~.ho\\
True, while toying with dessers,
He may h the wild alerle
Khricked by sirens, which they
Number I,
And while blindly groping home,
May reeeive upon his domo
From a Gotha overhead ihis »illel dowe:

CHORUS

IEEESREAT EL LU T SRS A TL L TE S A0S

Neaw,

He ¢

eall the

in the main, eivilian life in Paris has
its charm;
Now the chestaut-trees are budding in the
SAres:
can roll along the boulevards
=eldom come to harm-—
Phat ix, if yon will mmd \mu own affairs,
True, while
“The caxon & longue porice
From the woods of Sl Gohain may launeh
a shell,
. Which may very well deeide
To remove vou in your pride
To a duller “mld where blooms
.\xphmlcl

~ @R
~ 21

fint,

You and

the

Why not

aris chanflenrs:
blow the horn once in a while?

Baggestion 1o

These French b:llnnds- parlors are all right,
but !hc\ make vou lmw for a game of quelle
e8t pouic.

A FANCY

There was a man who fancied

That by driving good and fast
1le'd get his car across the track

Before the train got past;
He'd miss the engine by an inch

And make the train hands sore.
There was a2 man who fancied this;

There isn't any more,

~“Harvard Lampoon.”

There was a Boche who fancied,
With many a German curse,

That he would run this planet and
The whole darned universe,

1ie'd erush all those who szid him nay
And dip them in their gore.

There was a Boche who fancied this;
There isn't any more.

They aren’t allowed io send stuff to us any
fonger unless we ask specifieally for it

AWeil, all right. Ship over two pieces of old-
fashioned strawberry short cuke.

Yes, the other piece is for you.

dust the day they started it in motion.

May the German rulers rue in The
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“WHAT! YET ANOTHER?”

AN M.P. SPEAKS OUT

To the Editor of THE STARS AND STRIPES:
in your paper of Marech 22, one of your
main headlines reads: “Men in ranks to have
opportunity for bars’” Below you tell just
how many men each of the various organiza-
tions can send except “irains and M.Pg”
Not eniy do I know this from your paper,
but I know it from the fact that we were
not allowed to send any men to the last
camp, as there was no provision made for us.
Your headline was very mear correct, but
not entirely, for there are a few men who
have no chance for bars at present. If yon
con reach whoever overlooked us, we would
Fis r appreciaice it, ns we are real Ameri-
cans with ambitions. You can understand
the dissatisiaction in an American when he
his absolutely no chanee for promotion.
On page eight of the same paper, you have
o poem “On Guard” Well, it's a good one,
for we understand goard duaty. Right now 1
am on a wecek’s detail-—six hours on and
twelve hours off, and just because I'm an
MPU (I was wished on us, too, we did not
tml t in it) 1 have no chance to get to the
- Candidates’ school.
lese don’t misunderstand ihis letter, as
'm not trying to criticize your paper or
General Tleadquarters, for I believe it must
surely have been an oversight on somcebods’s
part,

Thanking you in advance for mentioning
this in your editorial page or geiting it
straight some way or other, AN M.P.

“DOPE” WANTED

To the Editor of THE STARS AND STRIPES:
Being off in a corper of France and raore
or less clonked by reason of our attachment
to the B. E. I, we are a little out of touch
with the latest “dope”; wherefore, this letter.
Qurs was the second or third unit to land
in Franece, ‘way back in last May, so, you see,
wa are “vets,” yet we have no service stripes
and other later units have. Is it because
we aren’t in the “Zone of Advance,” and what
is the Zone of Advance?
We've still got our American uniforms
and are drawing American pay cven if we
do have to drink tea, so we think we're en-
fitled to the above-mentioned sleeve orna-
ments, if for no other reasen than that we
are teaching the natives and the Tommies
bascball

Can you give us some dope and let us know
what you think about it?

Oxg oF e Buxc.

WRITE THE Y.M.C.A.

To the Editor of THE STARS AND STRIPES:
Noting that Somewhere in France there is
a Jot of baseball equipment, I rise to inquire
now, when, and where our company might
cblain 4 small bit of same? We neced six or
weven ficlders’ gloves, a dozen or so of base-
talle, and five, or six bais. Otherwise, we are
cquipped to conduet practice and tnrn out a
geod team.

Will yon tell us where to apply for this
equipment, or publish this brief appeal in the
Itope that someone will come to our rescue?
Prvt. R. 8. Joxes, Engrs. Ry, A.P.O. 705,

{Write at once to Y.DILC.A. headguariers
in Paris, 12 Rue d'Aguesseau. They will send
you the namne of the athletic director for your
divisional area, who has entire charge of
equnipment in yeur region.

HE LIKES THE ED PAGE

To the Editor of THE STARS AND STRIPES:

1 have just finished reading the editorial
page of your edition of March 8, and am
moved to make a few remarks.

T was in the newspaper business for a num-
ber of years and in several parts of the United
States. Bt the last thought that ever en-
tered my head was that I would have to come
all the way .over to France to find a sure
enough, honestto-goodness editorial page.
Unless this is just a flash in the pan, [ can
see a bright future for the sheet, for it is my
experience that a successful editorial page
means o successful paper.’

To back up this statment, I could, without
any great mental strain, name o dozen papers
that were successful and famous, due entirely
to their cditorial pages.

wWon K. Crasg, Cupt.. Inf., N.G,

GERMANY

THE WHAT, THE WHY AND

WHEREFORE OF THIS WAR

By FRANK BOHN

Question: What are we bere for?

Answer: Because our country has declared
war on Germany and Austria.

Try again,

Because the Germang are a beastly lot, and
bave just naturally got a damned good beat
ing coming to them.

That answer will Iast you about three weeks
i tbe trenches.

Because the Kaiser and the Junkers started
ihe war, and we have got {0 get them and
hang them for their erimes.

That's exaetly like blaming 2 crowd of
grafting politicians for bad government in
your home town. Everything, -even the
Kaiser and the Junkers, is an-cffect of cer-
tain causes. Let us now look into these
causes.

This war js not a war between “good
people” and “bad  people.” This is the
greatest and fearfullest fight ever waged in
the history of the world between two life
prineiples—between two ways of living and
of doing. These various ways of doing and
thinking affeet all our relations; with our
women and children, our relations with our
Government, and, above all, our attitude to-
wards the peoples of other countries,

When I was in Germany the first vear of
the war, a very young and very intelligent
actress said to me on oue 0CeAsIOR:

“I love mobody else and nothing else in
tho world so much as I love the Kaiser., My
one regret is that T am not a man and can-
not fight for him. -But if Germany is in-
uded, we women shall seize arms and die
beneath his standard. My Kaiger is my God.
I have no other God but him, and no other
refigion but love of his person.”

Kaiser or Lover? o

“Do vyou mean to {ell me,” I inguired,
“that you love the Kaiser more than you love
the young officer at the front to whom you
arc going ‘o be married?”’

“Certainly I do,” she said. “I love my
officer and shall marry him the first time he
comes back. We have chosen our apartment,
cur furniture and even the piciures we are
to have in our home afier the war., Bug as
much as I love him, T wouldn't dic for him.
For the Kaiser I should die with joy in my
heart and a smile on my lips”

To understand this war we must understand
Germany. Then we shall understand what
Germany began this war for, and just why
she muost be beaten flat. We shall then under-
stand why the masses of the.German people
will some doy thank us for the good drub-
bing they are now going to receive.

I think I can answer the questions proposed
at the beginning, becaunse both my parenis
were born in Germany, because I sindied for
vears at a German college, and because I
have carefully observed the life and develop-
ment of Germany for the past 15 years.
Since the war began, I have lived in Germany
and talked much with all classes of her
people.

Why Germany Has Not Kept l’m_e

The whole life of Germany, political, social,
and intelleetuul, is soaked through and
throngh with the principles and metbods of
medizeval barbarism. Germany iakes war
in the same spirit in which all Burope made
war five hundred years ago. When the Ger-
mans shot Edith Cavell in 1915, they thought
and acted just as the English did when they
hurned Joan of Are at the stake in 1415,
When a German woman recently wandered
over a battlefield sawing off the heads of the
wounded with a hand-saw, she showed the
same spirit as predominated in the Thirty
Years® War, three hundred years ago.

The first question to be answered is: Why
has Germany been left so far behind Western
Europe and America?

This Is the answer: England, France,
America, and Italy have all been modernized
and eivilized by a process of democratic revo.
lution. The supreme test of civilization is
the practice of popular scif-government
through forms which vield order as well as
democracy. -

The English people became self-governing
ip the 17th century. The French people began
10 rule themselves during their great revolu-
tion in the 18th century. The King of Eng-
land, since the end of the 17th century, has
been a mere figure-head, without power to

rule.

Bvery great conflict in American history
has made us more democratic. Italy organ-
ized her mnational life on a democralic basis
in the third quarter of the nineteenth cen-
tury. In cvery one of our Allied natlons, the
supreme political power rests with the elected
representatives of the people.

In Germany, not only government, but the
whole social order, is tolally different. The
German Revolution of 1848, which, had it
been suceessful, would have democratized and
civilized Germany, was an utter failure,
Following that great-tragedy, two millions of
jerman democrats emigrated to America, so
the German nation lost the democratic people,
who might have saved her from Bismarck and
the modern Empire.

Germany is today an absolute monarchy.
The Reichstag, or congress, of Germany, has
no real power. The Kalser rules Germany
through the physical power of his army, and
his right of personally appoipting all the
ministers of government. The first business
of Germany is the business of war,

Neither the great rich nor the lowly poor
have any respect for themselves. The only
class which is respected are those who are
born and bred as aristocrals and officers.
These officers can and do amuse themselves by
pushing working people, college professors,
and even men of wealth and business impor-
tance, off the side-walk into the gutter.

An Officer’s Privilcges

It is pot uncommon for the poorest German
working girt to take her week's salary and
give it to a soldier for the honor of walking
down the street with him of a Sunday after-
noon. When an officer eniers a café in Ber-
lin, and finds no vacant seat, any civilian,
man or woman, is supposed to rise and cour-
teously surrender his seat to ihe uniformed
representative of his Tmperial Majesiy.

Tn Germany, every class below the Junkers
may be properly deseribed as cringing slaves
who are permitied to exist in the land for
the sole purpose of serving and honoring the
aristoeracy, All the schools and universities,
‘nearly all the newspapers and books that are
permitied to be published, all the clergymen
of every church, without one known exeep-
tion, advocate this slavery, this debauchery of
the human mind and the human sonl before
the power that rules.

This war is a death grapple between this
social systern I have here described and the
sort of life you know back home. Boih can't’
go on in this modern world. Either the Gor-
man people will Jearn to rule and respeet
themselves through the defeat of their
Kaiser's army and the fall of their govern-
ment, or thai government will, through vie.
tory, set an example which will sometime be
followed throughout the world.

Let us consider our own America. If we
lose or compromise the issues of this war, we
shall necessarily become one vast war ma.
chine, preparing night and day for the next
war, which would come in ten or 20 years.
In that case, we should lese our demoeracy
at home in the very act of preparing io de-
fend it against imperialism aund militarism
from without. Rather have our whole Ameri-
can people perish in the fight than lese in a
cause so greal as this. Remember, above all,
that a patched-up “peace™ which compromises
the Issues would not be a peace at all, but
only an armed truce.

That is why we are in this fight to stay,
whether it takes one year or three years or
ten years.

READING IN THE TRENCHES

Up front one of the most crying, almost
sereaming, demands is for something t6 read
in spare time. We know of an old copy of
the Bystander which has been passed around
by a whole battalion. Happily, .it contains
at least two first class quips. Here’s one:

“The German people arc going to vary
their diet by eating earth, This is good news,
for, as everyone knows, you cannot have the
carth and cat it

Here's another:

““What steps can we take to help Bel-
gium? asks the FPrankischer Volksfreund., It
wo know Sir Douglas Haig, the steps they
wﬂil tn'ke will be jolly long ones toward the
Rhine.”



